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LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST  
ST ALBAN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH, EPPING NSW 

 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
AUSTRALIA DAY OBSERVANCE 

24 January 2021 
 

8am and 10am 

 

 
 

Welcome to this service at St Alban’s Church.  This service outline will assist you 
as you take part in the service. 
 

To ensure physical distancing, we ask you to sit in a position where there is no 
tape. If you have not already signed in to indicate your attendance, or are not 
wearing a mask, please do so. If you wish to make an offertory towards the work 
of the Parish, please place it in the container located in the aisle towards the rear 
of the church. 
 

We invite you to join in the words in bold type.   

Please stand as the ministers enter. 

 

 
GATHERING IN GOD'S NAME 

The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent, and believe in the 
gospel.  Mark 1.15 
 
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Let us pray. 
Almighty God 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your 
strength.’  Jesus said: ‘This is the great and first commandment.  And a second is 
like it:  you shall love your neighbour as yourself.’  

Christ the Son of God has been revealed as a light to the nations. 

Let us bring our darkness to his light confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 

Merciful God, our maker and our judge, we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, and in what we have failed to do:  we have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves; 
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.  Father, forgive us.  Strengthen us 
to love and obey you in newness of life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith:  pardon 
you and set you free from all your sins, strengthen you in all goodness and keep 
you in eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God's people on earth.  Lord God, 
heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you 
thanks, we praise you for your glory.   

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take 
away the sin of the world:  have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand 
of the Father:  receive our prayer.  

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the 
Most High Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Bountiful God, 
through your Son you have called us to repent of our sin, 
to believe the good news, 
and to celebrate the coming of your kingdom: 
teach us, like Christ’s first apostles, 
to hear the call to discipleship, 
and, forsaking old ways, 
to proclaim the gospel of new life to a broken world; 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD (Seated) 

Old Testament Reading  Jonah 3.1-10 

A reading from the Book of Jonah  
 

1 The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2 ‘Get up, go to 
Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.’ 3 So Jonah 
set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was 
an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. 4 Jonah began to go into the 
city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, ‘Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be 
overthrown!’ 5 And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and 
everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 6 When the news reached the king of 
Nineveh, he rose from his throne, removed his robe, covered himself with 
sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 7 Then he had a proclamation made in Nineveh: ‘By 
the decree of the king and his nobles: No human being or animal, no herd or flock, 
shall taste anything. They shall not feed, nor shall they drink water. 8 Human beings 
and animals shall be covered with sackcloth, and they shall cry mightily to God. All 
shall turn from their evil ways and from the violence that is in their hands. 9 Who 
knows? God may relent and change his mind; he may turn from his fierce anger, 
so that we do not perish.’ 10 When God saw what they did, how they turned from 
their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would 
bring upon them; and he did not do it. 

Hear the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Psalm 62.5-12 
5 My soul, wait in silence for God: 

for from him comes my hope. 
6 He only is my rock and my salvation: 

my strong tower, so that I shall not be moved. 
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7 In God is my deliverance and my glory: 
God is my strong rock and my shelter. 

8 Trust in him at all times, O my people: 
pour out your hearts before him, for God is our refuge. 

9 The children of Adam are but breath, 
the children of earth are a lie: 
place them in the scales and they fly upward, 
they are as light as air. 

10 Put no trust in extortion, 
do not grow worthless by robbery: 
if riches increase, set not your heart upon them. 

11 God has spoken once, twice have I heard him say: 
that power belongs to God, 

12 That to the Lord belongs a constant goodness: 
for you reward each one of us according to our works. 
 
 

New Testament Reading  1 Corinthians 7.29-31 

A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians 
 

29 Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even 
those who have wives be as though they had none, 30 and those who mourn as 
though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not 
rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no possessions, 31 and those who 
deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of 
this world is passing away. 

Hear the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 

 

HYMN at 10am – Sung by the Gallery Choir (please remain seated) 

1 Amazing grace (how sweet the sound) 
 that saved a wretch like me! 
 I once was lost, but now am found, 
 was blind, but now I see. 

2 As grace first taught my heart to fear, 
 so grace my fears relieved; 
 how precious did that grace appear 
 the hour I first believed! 

3 Through many dangers, toils and snares 
 I have already come: 
 God’s grace has brought me safe thus far, 
 and grace will lead me home. 
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4 The Lord has promised good to me, 
 his word my hope secures; 
 he will my shield and portion be 
 as long as life endures 

  

John Newton  (1725-1807) Public domain 

  

  

 

 

GOSPEL (Standing)  Mark 1.14-20 

The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark (1.14-20) 

Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

14 After John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God, 15 and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; 
repent, and believe in the good news.’ 16 As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, 
he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake—for they were 
fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me and I will make you fish for 
people.’ 18 And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19 As he went a 
little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their 
boat mending the nets. 20 Immediately he called them; and they left their father 
Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 

The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 

 

 

THE SERMON (Please sit when indicated by the Preacher.) 

 

THE CREED (Standing) 
 

Let us together affirm the faith of the Church: 

We believe in one God, the Father, the almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Let us pray for the world and for the Church. (Please kneel or sit.) 

Prayers for the world, the country, the church, and those in need are offered.  There 
is usually a simple response after each section as below, or as indicated by the 
leader and we join in a concluding response. 

Lord, in your mercy,  or Father, hear our prayer 
hear our prayer.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.   

Grant that what we have asked in faith we may by your grace receive, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Jesus said: “Come to me all who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest. 

 

 We do not presume to come to your table, merciful Lord, trusting in our own 
righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies.  We are not worthy 
so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.  But you are the same 
Lord whose nature is always to have mercy.  Grant us, therefore, gracious 
Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, 
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 
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THE PEACE (Standing) 

We are the body of Christ.   
His Spirit is with us. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.   
And also with you.  

Please turn to those nearby, maintaining physical distancing, and offer a simple 
greeting of peace. 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS (Seated) 

 

 

HYMN at 10am - Sung by the Gallery Choir (please remain seated) 

All things bright and beautiful, 
all creatures great and small, 
all things wise and wonderful - 
the Lord God made them all. 
  

1 The wildflowers in their beauty, 
 the mountain ranges tall, 
 the billabongs and rivers, 
 and friendly birds that call, 

2 The cold wind in the winter, 
 the bright, life-giving sun, 
 the ripe fruits in the garden - 
 he made them every one. 

3 The coloured walls of gorges, 
 the gum trees, green and tall, 
 the rocks, and pools, and palm trees, 
 the sparkling waterfall, 

4 The many-coloured corals, 
 the creatures of the sea, 
 of bushland, field or desert, 
 on farms, or roaming free, 

5 He gave us eyes to see them, 
 and lips that we might tell 
 how great is God Almighty 
 who has made all things well. 
 
Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-95) - Public domain 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Remembering the tithes and offerings which are being made through electronic 
transfers and envelopes to the office, we thank you, Lord God of all creation. 
Through your goodness we have been given gifts to share.  Accept and use our 
offerings for your glory and for the service of your kingdom. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Please stand) 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, mighty Creator, everliving 
God. 

We give you thanks and praise for our Saviour Jesus Christ, who by the power of 
your Spirit was born of Mary and lived as one of us. 

You anointed him as Messiah, the light of the nations, and revealed him as the 
hope of all who thirst for righteousness and peace. 

By his death on the cross and rising to new life, he offered the one true sacrifice for 
sin and obtained an eternal deliverance for his people. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we 
proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising you and saying: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Merciful God, we thank you for these gifts of your creation, this bread and wine, 
and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit, we who eat and drink them may be 
partakers of Christ’s body and blood. 

On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread;  and when he had given you thanks 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 

‘Take, eat.  This is my body given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.’ 

After supper, he took the cup, and again giving you thanks he gave it to his 
disciples, saying, 

‘Drink from this, all of you.  This is my blood of the new covenant shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.’ 
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Christ has died.   
Christ is risen.   
Christ will come again. 

Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded:  proclaiming his offering of 
himself made once for all upon the cross, his mighty resurrection and glorious 
ascension, and looking for his coming again, we celebrate, with this bread and this 
cup, his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. 

Renew us by your Holy Spirit, unite us in the body of your Son, and bring us with 
all your people into the joy of your eternal kingdom;  through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
with whom, and in whom, in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, we worship you, 
Father, in songs of never-ending praise:” 
Blessing and honour and glory and power are yours for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray, 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us 
our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us from the time of 
trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours now and for ever. Amen. 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
We who are many are one body, 
for we all share in the one bread. 
 

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. 
 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 

Let us take this holy sacrament of the body and blood of Christ in 
remembrance that he died for us. Whether or not we take bread and wine at 
this time, let us all be assured that through penitence and faith, we truly eat 
the body and drink the cup of our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 
 
Members of all Christian churches are invited to receive Communion. 
 

Please move to the Chancel Steps by the centre aisle to receive the Sacrament, 
standing and maintaining physical distancing.  Please return to your place by the 
side aisle, placing your used cup in the container at the end of the front pew. 
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God of the nations, we thank you for nourishing us with this holy sacrament.  Guide 
us by your presence, that we may bring your light to those who dwell in darkness 
and establish your justice in the earth. 

Father, we offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your 
praise and glory. 

 
 
HYMN at 10am - Sung by the Gallery Choir (please remain seated) 

1 Lord of earth and all creation, 
 let your love possess our land: 
 wealth, and freedom, far horizons, 
 mountain, forest, shining sand: 
 may we share, in faith and friendship, 
 gifts unmeasured from your hand. 

2 People of the ancient Dreamtime, 
 they who found this country first, 
 ask, with those, the later comers, 
 will our dream be blessed or cursed? 
 Grant us, Lord, new birth, new living, 
 hope for which our children thirst. 

3 Lord, life-giving healing Spirit, 
 on our hurts your mercy shower; 
 lead us by your inward dwelling, 
 guiding, guarding, every hour. 
 Bless and keep our land Australia: 
 in your will her peace and power. 

  
Michael Rayner Thwaites and Honor Mary Thwaites. Seeking copyright 

  

 

 

PRAYER (said by all) 

We bless you, God of the universe, for this land, for its contrasts of landscape 
and climate, for its abundance of wealth and opportunity.  We bless you for 
our history, with all its struggles in adversity, its courage and hope.  Give us 
in our diversity, tolerance and respect for each other and a passionate 
commitment to justice for all. Bless us so that we might be a blessing to 
others. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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THE NATIONAL ANTHEM – Sung by the Gallery Choir (all standing) 

Australians all let us rejoice,  
For we are one and free; 
We’ve golden soil and wealth for toil,  
Our land is girt by sea; 
Our land abounds in Nature’s gifts,  
of beauty rich and rare, 
In hist’ry’s page, let every stage  
Advance Australia Fair! 
In joyful strains then let us sing  
“Advance Australia Fair” 

  

 
 
BLESSING (please stand) 
May Christ the Son of God be manifest to you, that your lives may be a light to the 
world;  and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you always.  Amen. 

  

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please take this sheet and the bulletin with you, as at this time they cannot be 
reused. 

 
 
 
 
Text from A Prayer Book for Australia (Sydney:  Broughton Books, 1995) © 1995.  The Anglican Church 

of Australia Trusts Corporation.   


