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I really only love God 

as much as  
I love the person  

I love the least. 

 
Dorothy Day 

1897 - 1980 

 

 



1st The object of Jesus’ command is always the same:  to evoke wholehearted faith, to make 
us love God and our neighbour with all our heart and soul.   
Dietrich Bonhoeffer:  The Cost of Discipleship 

2nd I will meditate on all your work, and muse on your mighty deeds.  Your way, O God, is 
holy.  What god is so great as our God?  Psalm 77:12-13 

3rd Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost:  He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact 
imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word.  When he had 
made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having 
become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than 
theirs.  Hebrews 1:3-4 

4th Francis of Assisi, friar and preacher (d.1226):   “When a poor person approaches,” 
Francis admonished, “always remember that the person comes in the name of Christ, who 
assumed our poverty.”  Praying with Francis of Assisi: Stoutzenberger & Bohrer 

5th As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility meekness, and patience.    Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint 
against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you must also 
forgive.  Colossians 3:12-13 

6th William Tyndale, biblical scholar (d.1536):   Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may 
walk in your truth;  give me an undivided heart to revere your name.  Psalm 86:11 

7th  Jesus comes not for the super-spiritual but for the wobbly and the weak-kneed who know 
they don’t have it all together, and who are not too proud to accept the handout of 
amazing grace.  Brennan Manning (1934-2103) 

8th  I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart;   I will tell of all your wonderful deeds.  
I will be glad and exult in you; I will sing praise to your name, O Most High.  Psalm 9:1-2 

9th Always do what you are afraid to do.  Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882) 

10th Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost:  Since then, we have a great high priest who has 
passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession.  For 
we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathise with our weaknesses, but we 
have one who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin.   Let us 
therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness so that we may receive mercy and 
find grace to help in time of need.  Hebrews 4:14-16 

11th Pain may well remind us that we are alive, but love reminds us why we are alive.   
Trystan Owain Hughes (b.1972) 

12th 1. Elizabeth Fry, prison reformer, England (d.1845):  Our job is to love others without 
stopping to inquire whether or not they are worthy. That is not our business and, in fact, it 

is nobody’s business. What we are asked to do is to love, and this love itself will render 
both ourselves and our neighbours worthy.  Thomas Merton (d.1968) 

13th Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have 
genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart.  1 Peter 1:22 

14th I will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the peoples, and I will sing praises to you among 
the nations.  For your steadfast love is higher than the heavens, and your faithfulness 
reaches to the clouds.  Psalm 108:3-4 

15th Teresa of Avila, teacher (d.1592):  Let nothing disturb you.  Let nothing frighten you.  
Though all things pass, God does not change.  Patience wins all things.  But he lacks 
nothing who possesses God; for God alone suffices.  Teresa of Avila 
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16th Hugh Latimer and Nicholas Ridley, bishops and martyrs (d.1555):   You are called to be 
truly human, but it is nothing short of the life of God within you that enables you to be so, 
to be remade in God’s image.  As C S Lewis said in a famous lecture, next to the sacrament 
itself your Christian neighbour is the holiest object ever presented to your sight, because in 
him or her the living Christ is truly present.  N T Wright:  The Challenge of Easter 

17th Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost:   Those who love me, I will deliver;  I will protect 
those who know my name.  When they call to me, I will answer them;  I will be with them 
in trouble, I will rescue them and honour them.  With long life I will satisfy them, and show 
them my salvation.  Psalm 91:14-16 

18th Luke, Evangelist and Martyr:   Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while 
he is near;  let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them 
return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon.  Isaiah 55:6-7 

19th Henry Martyn, missionary and Bible translator in India and Persia (d.1812):  The fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practise it have a good understanding.  
His praise endures forever.  Psalm 111:10 

20th Let us rise up and be thankful, for if we didn’t learn a lot today, at least we learned a little, 
and if we didn’t learn a little, at least we didn’t get sick, and if we got sick, at least we 
didn’t die; so let us all be thankful.  Buddha 

21st  Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a multitude of sins.  Be 
hospitable to one another without complaining.  Like good stewards of the manifold grace 
of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received.  1 Peter 4:8-10 

22nd  Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, 
as though something strange were happening to you.  But rejoice insofar as you are 
sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is 
revealed.  1 Peter :12-14 

23rd James of Jerusalem, brother of our Lord, martyr (d.c.62):   Humble yourselves therefore 
under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time.  Cast all your anxiety 
on him, because he cares for you.  1 Peter 5:-7 

24th Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost:   May we come to trust the Word of God in 
our heart, to speak it with courage, to follow it faithfully and to fan it to flame in others. 

25th Hope lies in dreams, in imagination, and in the courage of those who dare to make dreams 
into reality.   Jonas Salk (1914-1995) 

26th Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my thoughts.  See if there is any 
wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.  Psalm 139:23-24         

27th Let my prayer be counted as incense before you, and the lifting up of my hands as an 
evening sacrifice.  Psalm 141:2 

28th Simon and Jude, Apostles and Martyrs:  If you love me you will keep my 
commandments. John 14:15 

29th The Lord is good to all, and his compassion is over all that he has made.  Psalm 145:9 

30TH If we are to achieve a richer culture, rich in contrasting values, we must recognise the 
whole gamut of human potentialities, and so weave a less arbitrary social fabric, one in 
which each diverse human gift will find a fitting place.  Margaret Mead (1901-1978) 

31st Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost:  May our own hearts burst into flame so that no 
obstacle, no matter how great, ever obstructs the message of the God within each of us. 



 

 
 
 
 

Sunday Creator God, we pray today for peace.   Have mercy on our broken and divided world 
and banish the spirit that makes for war. We ask that leaders of nations and 
governments will pursue freedom, justice and the welfare of all people.  
We pray especially for all affected by the escalating turmoil and tragic events in 
Afghanistan. Help the leaders of nations to protect the vulnerable and to establish justice 
and peace.   Restrain the forces of evil and protect men, and especially women and 
children from Taliban forces.  

We pray for Afghan refugees who have made Australia their home and for those who 
are anxious about family in Afghanistan. Comfort them we pray and may they know the 
hope and peace that is found in our Lord Jesus.   

Adapted from A Prayer for Afghanistan (distributed by the Archbishop of Sydney) 

 
Monday O God, enable me this very day to put my love into action; to reach out with forgiveness 

to any I have hurt; to show compassion to any who use my strength; to witness to the 
Christian faith as I know it.  Deliver me from all pretence.  Deliver me from all pettiness.  
Deliver me from all foolish pride.  Amen 

 
Tuesday Father, help me not keep any aspect of my life away from your redeeming grace. 

 
Wednesday O Great Creator God, I pray for the power to be gentle; the strength to be forgiving; the 

patience to be understanding; and the endurance to accept the consequences of holding 
to what I believe to be right.  May I put my trust in the power of good to overcome evil 
and the power of love to overcome hatred. 

 

Thursday Lord, in quietness, humility and with deep reverence, I thank you for making me.  Please 
grow your character in me and give me the wisdom and love to enjoy you and serve you 
with my whole being.   Amen 

 
Friday Loving God, lead me to make choices that bring you glory and allow me to experience 

the life you intended for me. 

 
Saturday I pray for the gift of seeing God in persons in need and for the courage to serve them in 

joy.     
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