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  From the Editor 

I have been editor of The Parish Magazine since the June 2014 edition. During this time I 
have published 236 articles (152 contributions from within the Parish and 84 from outside 
the Parish), I must say that I am not sure of the scope of our readership but I would assume 
a similar spread from Parish members and interested parties from outside the Parish. 
Regular readers would have travelled with us on our search for a new Rector and would also 
be aware of talk of development of our Pembroke Street site. In this edition our Rector 
reports on the development project. 
 

__________________ 
 
 
 
 

 

 To contact us: 
 

Telephone 9876 3362 
Post Office Box 79, Epping NSW 1710 
Email office@eppinganglicans.org.au 

www.eppinganglicans.org.au 
Our clergy may be contacted at any time on 9876 3362 

 
 

 

Saint Alban’s Church is open daily for private meditation. Our parish library is open during 
office hours. Meeting rooms, various sized halls and other facilities are available. Please 
contact the parish office. 
 

Published by The Anglican Parish of Epping, 3 Pembroke Street, Epping 
1710, Australia  Copyright rests with the contributor. No work may be 
reproduced without express permission of the copyright holder. All works 
reproduced herein are acknowledged.  
 

Thank you to the authors of the various articles in this magazine, 
contributors of photographs and our proof-readers. The deadline for the 
next edition will be Friday 12 January, 2018. Contributions may be left 
at the parish office or, preferably, emailed directly to Stuart Armsworth at 
stundeb@bigpond.net.au. 
 

The Parish of Epping is a parish in the Anglican Church of Australia. The 
Parish Magazine records recent events in the Parish, gives details of parish 
activities and publishes articles which set out opinions on a range of 
matters the subject of discussion within the Anglican Church community. 
It does not necessarily reflect the opinions of Clergy, Churchwardens or 
Parish Council. The editor accepts contributions for The Parish Magazine 
on the understanding that all contributors agree to the publication of their 
name as the author of their contribution. 

 
 
 
 

 
Our Cover: The cover artwork is a photograph of the Bell Tower and Spire of Saint Alban’s, 
Epping 

Our Vision: 
 

To be 
a  

Worshipping, 
Recognisably 

Anglican,  
Multi-racial,  

All-age, 
Gathered, 
Christian 

Community 
 

“a city on a hill” 

 

     Page 2                  The Parish Magazine                                Page 3 

 
        The Rector’s Letter 



 

     Page 2                  The Parish Magazine                                Page 3 

 
        The Rector’s Letter 

Multi-facial 

The face of Epping is changing almost daily. In the 1920s access to the 
station was via stairs from the bridge crossing the railway line. Today  
escalators take you to platform 1 and a five story lift descends to the  
underground platform 4. Five lanes of traffic cross where once there were 
two. until 2016 three different councils all claimed a part of Epping. Now 
it falls into the City of Parramatta. 
 

The physical face of Epping is changing as high-rise apartments spring 
from demolition sites. The M2 carves off the northern reaches of the  
suburb and roadworks change the approaches to the centre of the suburb. 

While some open space has become blocks of units, another becomes the future 
face of inter-urban Metro commuting. 

 

The face of Epping is literally changing as the demographic of our suburb becomes the cutting edge 
of a multicultural shift in Sydney. In a major swing from the 1920’s, only 41.4% of the population 
were born in Australia and Chinese represent 18.9% of residents of our suburb. The median age of 
Epping is also younger than the rest of Australia with 17% of the faces on our street being under 15, 
while only 13.2% are over 65. 
 

The face of faith has changed with more than twice the population asserting ‘No Religion’ than did 15 
years ago. Only 8.4% of us claim to be Anglican, a mere 2% more than Hindus. 
 

The actor Vin Diesel wrote and starred in the movie ‘Multi-Facial’. It was the story of an Afro-
American actor who was encouraged to audition for a number of different racial roles. Physically he 
looked the part, but after each audition he was knocked back because he didn’t quite fit the ‘face’ the 
directors were looking for. 
 

Multi-facial was a pun on ‘multi-racial’ but it could also be an apt descriptor of the suburb we live  and 
worship in. ‘Multi-cultural’ is a term we often hear to describe modern Australia, but it only refers to 
racial differences. When we look around Epping we don’t only see multi-races we see multi-faces. 
There are Asian faces and Caucasian faces, women’s faces and men’s faces, young faces and old faces, 
happy faces and sad faces. Each and every one of us has a unique and different face. 
 

Two thousand years ago God stepped into our world. At that first Christmas we are shown the many 
faces of human need. The story opens with the face of a pagan power imposing its will on a subjected 
nation. The story becomes personal in the face of a young girl carrying the stigma of an unwed moth-
er. It is no less personal for an honourable fiancé who faces his own social dilemma. Even the face of 
class distinction and exclusion is seen when shepherds are called to look into the face of Immanuel, 
God with us. But maybe the most salutary participants in this multi-facial story are the Wise Men 
from the east, foreigners who are called to witness the Creator God’s grace extending from cattle stall 
to the ends of the earth. 
 

For our English forebears Australia was the ‘end of the earth’. So what better news can we proclaim 
to our nation, than God’s love come to us. In the many faces we see around us, we see God’s hand at 
work making us missionaries in our own suburb, as all the nations of the world come to us. What a 
challenge God is putting before us when 36% of our friends, relatives and neighbours don’t believe in 
him. But if in Jesus we see the face of God amongst us, what greater thing could we do than share 
that good news with all the faces around us. 

Ross Nicholson 
Rector 

 



Go to the top floors of the San Hospital and looking to the south east, you will be struck by an amazing 
sight. The tops of Sydney Blue Gum, Turpentine and Blackbutts stretch out to the horizon. Standing out 
above that horizon, is the Harbour Bridge and the taller buildings of the city. Drive up Epping Road 
towards our suburb and above the trees stand emerging apartments and a skyscape of cranes. Our  
suburb is changing and we at Saint Alban’s have a great opportunity to contribute positively to the 
changing face of Epping. 
 

In 2014, a meeting of parishioners voted, almost unanimously, to begin the process to redevelop  
almost all our site, other than the Church itself. With the retirement of the previous Rector, those plans 
were put on hold as the nominators began the process of finding a new Rector. When I was  
invited to become Rector, re-engaging with the development opportunity was a priority both Diocese 
and Parish leadership impressed upon me. 
 

We have been given an amazing property to steward for God’s glory. We have a beautiful church  
building in which many memories have been shaped for our parishioners and the wider community. We 
have a location close to what will be one of the major transport hubs in Sydney. We are in the centre of 
a burgeoning population that brings world mission to our very doorstep. We have great opportunity and 
great responsibility. 
 

In regular meetings throughout April and May 2017, we established a helpful working relationship with 
the diocesan Church Property Trust. Through these meetings, we were introduced to three property  
advisors who could offer us assistance in the task of clarifying what could be built on our site and select-
ing a developer who would provide the finance and construction expertise to proceed. In August, the 
Wardens and Parish Council approved the appointment of the firm Charter Keck Cramer (“Charter”) to 
guide us in our project. 
 

Jesus once said to his followers: 

“Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you first sit down and estimate the cost to see if you have 
enough money to complete it? For if you lay the foundation and are not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will 
ridicule you, saying, ‘This person began to build and wasn’t able to finish.” Luke 14:28-30 
 

Jesus was actually talking about the cost of discipleship, but he used a very appropriate analogy. Any-
thing worth doing will have a cost and it is wise to be prepared. We sought advice from the Diocese who 
pointed us to Charter. They in turn have sought advice from sub-consultants in Heritage, Town Plan-
ning, Arboriculture (tree assessments) and Architecture to undertake investigations that will inform the 
site’s development capacity. They also sought advice from us as to what we hope for in our site. They 
were able to take those desires from our ‘Blue Sky Meeting’ to inform their investigations. 
 

Within our congregation we also have incredible expertise that can be called on covering legal, financial, 
business and governance. To engage with Charter and to help steer the ongoing development we have 
established a team composed of Neil Cameron, Peter Deall, Felicity Findlay, Warren Martin, Amanda 
Pearson, Lachlan Roots, Penelope Thompson, and the Wardens. Felicity Findlay has accepted my  
invitation to chair the team. This team will liaise with the property advisors as the development concept 
is refined by feedback from the Parish community and testing to establish the land uses and  
development intensities that might be considered appropriate. 
 

We have had the first presentation of draft development concepts to this group, which range in  
development intensity from low to medium/high, incorporating the various sub-consultant’s advice. 
Feedback has been provided to the architect team in order to refine the concepts, after which financial 
feasibility analysis will be undertaken to determine the viability of the concepts. It is this advice that will 
strengthen our hand when dealing with potential developers who will undertake the final project. 
 

The advice that Charter has been able to provide has clarified what we could achieve on our site with the 
current zoning. Some of the assumptions we had made regarding the potential land uses for the site (e.g. 

  
  In the Spotlight - Saint Alban’s Development 
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commercial office and retail) are actually not possible under current zoning. This has shown us the value 
of the expertise that an outside advisor can provide and that the path to implementing our vision for the 
resource God has given us to steward, will have a number of twists and turns. 
 

Throughout this process so far, I have been impressed with the responsibility that God has placed upon 
us here at Saint Alban’s and Saint Aidan’s. But make no mistake, this responsibility is not just for the 
physical development of our church grounds. What we build on this site will one day pass away. But 
there will remain one outcome that will continue into eternity, that is the lives that will be touched as we 
join in the mission of God to bring all people to know our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Our task is 
not to build buildings, but to build lives. How we steward the resources God has given us will be  
important to that task, but they are just a tool in our hands for the real mission we have, of being a ‘City 
on a Hill’, loving Jesus and the people around us. 

Ross Nicholson 
Rector 

For many years the steeple of Saint James’ Chapel at Castle 
Hill served as a landmark for the Anglican Retirement  
Village and neighbours. It was the highest man-made structure 
on the high ground of Castle Hill. 
 

Not any more. In October 2017 a large crane lifted it from 
above the altar of the Chapel and lowered it respectfully to the 
ground nearby. Demolition gangs moved in swiftly thereafter 
and soon the roof, walls and floor of the Chapel and its  
Dover Hall were reduced to 
rubble and carried away. 
Further excavation is  
currently under way to create 

underground car-parking. Soon parishioners will be able to park in 
safety in the underground facility and take a lift to the newly created 
chapel with its bell-tower and modern meeting hall. 
 

The old Chapel building had served parishioners for over 50 years, but 
the time had come to prepare the site for the next 50 years and beyond. 
 

A photographic record of the transition provides evidence that the  
Anglicare Retirement Village ( ARV) at Castle Hill is leading the way in 
site redevelopment of those structures under its care. Of all such  
photos the one capturing the steeple being lifted from its base is  
perhaps the most significant and moving. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bill Greenhalgh 
Resident, ARV, Castle Hill 

Parishioner, Saint Alban's, Epping 
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     Church Renewal at Mowll Village 



Our Pastoral Care Committee is seen here (minus one very important member) at the first meeting 
attended by Bishop Ross Nicholson. 
 

They are… 
Front Row: Christine Hard, Ann Malin, Margaret Pearson, Sue Armitage, Bishop Ross Nicholson. 
Back Row: Pam Dyball, Helen Cooper, Jan McIntyre, Margaret Cummins 
 

and they are responsible for all manner of activities carried under the umbrella of pastoral care. 
 

Margaret Pearson is  
responsible for co-ordinating 
visits by parishioners, former 
parishioners and friends of 
Saint Alban’s and Saint  
Aidan’s who are now living 
in the Anglican Retirement 
Village communities at  
Castle Hill and Glenhaven 
Green. There are four visits 
a year and they are always 
very happy occasions.  
Margaret hires a bus from 
Christian Community Aid at 
Eastwood to transport our 
visitors, and the driver is 
none other than Terry Hard, 
assisted by his wife  
Christine. 

 

These days cannot happen without the generous support of our parish, as can be seen from the ac-
companying photographs. 

  Our Pastoral Care Committee 
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Missing from the main photo of the committee on the previous page is Barbara Meintjes, who is  

responsible for the ESL classes, which are held every Tuesday during school terms. Barbara has a team 

of teachers…John Boyd, Neil Cameron, Tom Dlugosch, Gill McLennan, Paddy Shreuder, Ann Snel, 

and Ed Thurston… who cover varying levels of English proficiency. Barbara is seen here below

(second from the right) with some of her students during a morning tea held at her home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Like to know more?? 

Talk to any of the committee or contact Jan McIntyre on jannimac@bigpond.com or 0418219518….or watch 
these pages for further instalments. 

Jan McIntyre 
Pastoral Care Committee 

 
 

 



 
 

Our Services 
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Weekdays at Saint Alban’s 
  

7.00am       Holy Eucharist  -  Wednesday 
10.30am       Healing Eucharist - Thursday 
5.00pm       Evening Prayer - Monday to Friday 

 

Sunday at Saint Alban’s 
 

7.00am       Said Holy Eucharist 
8.00am       Holy Eucharist with Hymns 
10.00am       Choral Eucharist - 1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays 
 Sung Eucharist -   2nd and 4th Sundays 
6.00pm  Evening Service 
 

Sunday at Saint Aidan’s 
 

8.30am       Holy Eucharist with Hymns 
 
 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals may be arranged with the Rector.  
Also available is the opportunity for special family services to coincide with re-unions, 
renewals or special anniversaries. These should be discussed with the Rector. 

     
Christmas at Saint Alban’s 
 

6.00pm Celebration of Advent Carols   Sunday 3 December 

10.00am Sunday School Presentation   Sunday 10 December 

7.45pm Nine Lessons and Carols     Sunday 17 December 

6.00pm A Family Christmas Celebration   Sunday 24 December 

11.00pm Choral Festival Eucharist of the Nativity  Sunday 24 December 

8.00am   Choral Festival Eucharist    Monday 25 December 

9.30am Festival Eucharist     Monday 25 December 

Please note the new time. 

Christmas at Saint Aidan’s 
 

8.30am     Festival Eucharist   Monday 25 December 
 
 

January 2018 

In January services are limited to the Sunday morning services only 
 

 

  For further information please telephone 9876 3362  
 

At this time of the year there are those who wish to take the Rite of Reconciliation. Please contact 
the Parish Office on 9876 3362 to arrange an appointment.  For our parishioners and friends who 
are unable to get to church over the Christmas Season and would like to receive the Sacrament 
of Holy Communion, this can be arranged by calling the Parish Office. Visitations may be 
arranged to homes, local hospitals, nursing homes and retirement villages. 
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  The Honour Board Project – Thomas Ernest Dence 
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This article is the twelfth in a series of profiles written about the men whose names appear on the 
World War I Honour Board in Saint Alban’s Anglican Church, Epping. Thomas Dence was the son of 
John Dence, a prominent citizen of Epping, who was active in community affairs, at one time the 
Choir Master at Saint Alban’s and a keen member of the Dramatic Society which produced plays in 
Walker’s Hall in Oxford Street, Epping. 
 

Thomas Ernest Dence (25 February 1898 – 8 December 1970) 

Thomas Ernest Dence was born in Cardiff, Newcastle, NSW in 1898, the second child of John  
Sturtevant Dence and his wife Clara, nee Griffin who had married in Wollongong in 1891. Thomas 
had four siblings: Olive Poppy born 1892, Agnes May born 1901, who died in 2006 aged 106; her twin 

Alexander George born 1901 who died in infancy, and 
Robert Cecil born 1907. 
 

After the births of Thomas and Olive the family must have 
moved to Queensland as Agnes and Alexander were born 
in Bulimba which is now a suburb of Brisbane. 
 

In 1902 the family moved to Epping which was in its in-
fancy with no running water or electricity. A wood stove 
and gaslights were used in the household. Assisted by a 
resident gardener, the family grew their own vegetables and 
fruit, at their home called Ukalunda (Happy Home) in  
Stanley Street. This home had been built by an original  
settler in the area, J Hunter Stephenson who had pur-
chased seven acres (almost three hectares) of land in the 
1890s. 

 

Thomas’ father, John Sturtevant Dence, was the son of 
Thomas Dence (Senior) and part of a wealthy family in 
Kent, England. John Dence said that his father “was a prop-
er martinet and ruled us … with a rod of iron.” Finally at 16 
years of age the son rebelled and his father “gave me £50 to 
emigrate.” John Dence’s first new home was Wellington 
New Zealand. He stepped ashore in 1881 with £4/10/- 
[about nine Australian dollars]. (Quotes from interview - Syd-
ney Morning Herald 22 May 1955 and Northern District Times 
1 April 2015) 
 

There he failed in his quest to ‘make his fortune’ and crossed to Australia in 
1889. After beginning as a bookkeeper in a General Store in Wollongong, 
he eventually built up a meat-packing and preserving business in Balmain. 
His own father, Thomas (Senior) 1840–1918, had owned a meat preserving 
company in England. The now disused White Bay Power Station occupies 
the site where John Dence’s factory stood. 
 

After the death of his wife Clara in 1953, John Dence sold his home and 
land in Epping to Hornsby Shire Council and moved in 1954 to live in 
McIntosh Street, Gordon. 
 

There was a caveat put on the sale of the Epping land - it must always be 
used for public recreation. Subsequently Dence Park Swimming Pool was 
built on the site. 

 

 John Sturtevant Dence 
30 November 1864 - 26 October 1960 

Gunner Thomas Ernest Dence 
Service Number: 27294 



 
 
 

  The Honour Board Project – Thomas Ernest Dence 
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 World War 1 was in its second year when on 5 March 1916 Thomas 
Dence went to “The Warren”, a World War I artillery training range 
in Marrickville, Sydney, to enlist in the Australian Imperial Force. He 
was 18 years and 2 months old and under age. He needed the permis-
sion of both his parents before he could enlist. Thomas was almost 6 
foot (1.8 metres) tall with dark brown hair and hazel eyes. 
 

 

Letter from John and Clara Dence – permission for Thomas to enlist 

After initial training, Gunner Thomas Dence, as part of the 2 Divisional Ammunition Column – 6 to 13 
Reinforcements, embarked on 30 September 1916 aboard HMAT A60 Aeneas, disembarking in Plymouth on 
19 November 1916. There was further training for him at the Royal Brigade Australian Artillery Lark Hill 
[Larkhill], a camp designated as the School of Instruction for Royal Horse and Field Artillery. Thomas 
completed this training and proceeded overseas to France on 20 February 1917. 
 
 

Memorial window on the north wall 
of Saint Alban’s Epping in memory 
of Thomas’ mother Clara. 



  The Honour Board continued 
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It is difficult to determine specifically where Thomas Dence served. Gunners and other artillery men 
were often transferred to various units wherever and whenever needed. His Service Record is sketchy 
about locations. In March 1917 Thomas was with his Unit, 2nd Divisional Ammunition Column,  
although he was transferred to 1st Anzac Trench Mortar School soon after. By the end of June, after 
further training, he re-joined his Unit. On 19 November 1917 Thomas was involved in an enemy gas 
attack and severely wounded. His service record indicates he was “invalided to England”. 
 

At the end of December 1917, Thomas was discharged from hospital and given leave for three weeks to 
continue his recovery. He returned to France in early March 1918. Australian soldiers arriving in France, 
whether reinforcements or those returning from hospitals, went to Base Depots before deployment to 

the front. All soldiers, although they had already 
passed in England as fully trained, were subject-
ed to further tests, a strict medical check, and at 
least ten days of additional training. He briefly 
re-joined his Unit in late March for four months 
but in July was detached to the 4th Army French 
Mortar School for further training. He returned 
to his Unit in August 1918 where he remained 
until the Armistice. His exact location during 
the months of active duty cannot be  
determined. 

 

On 21 June 1919 Thomas, now 2nd Corporal Dence, was granted leave without pay or allowances until 
20 December 1919 when he was expected to report for duty in Sydney. His sister Agnes journeyed to 
England to assist him before he was able to return home. Due to the lengthy delays in getting Australian 
troops home, Thomas chose to make his own arrangements, at his own expense, to return to Australia. 
In London on 3 July he boarded the Orient Liner Osterley bound for Sydney. During World War I the 
Osterley had been used as a troopship by the Australian Imperial Force as HMAT Osterley. She came 
through the war unscathed and was returned to commercial service with the Orient Line in January 
1919. The ship berthed in Sydney 9 November 1919. Thomas Dence was discharged as from 25  
December 1919. 
 

“The Osterley 
 

After what they termed an excellent trip, the troops who returned to Australia by the Orient Liner Osterley disembarked 
at the Orient Wharf yesterday morning. 

There were 12 officers, 44 other ranks, 103 
wives and 37 children, and they were given a 
rousing welcome from the crowds which thronged 
the approaches to the wharf, and the wharf itself 
– when the military authorities permitted.” 
 

Daily Telegraph Monday 10 November 
1919 page 3 

General Base Depot in Havre, France (c. 1918) 

http://alh-research.tripod.com/ships_lh.htm 

http://cdm16122.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/search/collection/p15370coll2/field/descri/searchterm/General
http://cdm16122.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/search/collection/p15370coll2/field/descri/searchterm/Base
http://cdm16122.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/search/collection/p15370coll2/field/descri/searchterm/Depot
http://cdm16122.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/search/collection/p15370coll2/field/descri/searchterm/Havre
http://cdm16122.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/search/collection/p15370coll2/field/descri/searchterm/France
http://cdm16122.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/search/collection/p15370coll2/field/descri/searchterm/(c
http://cdm16122.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/search/collection/p15370coll2/field/descri/searchterm/1918),
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On 18 July 1921, in Saint Alban’s Church of England (sic), Epping, Thomas Dence married Laurie Allan 
Beveridge. Laurie is the sister of Alwynne Steel Beveridge and Rex Caldwell Beveridge – brothers  
profiled in the last two editions of The Parish Magazine. The marriage was solemnised by the Rector, Rev-
erend Charles Mortimer Thomas, the father of two brothers, Charles Clarence Thomas and Hugh 
Mervyn Thomas, who were also profiled in earlier editions of The Parish Magazine. Thomas Dence gave 
his occupation as ‘Leather Merchant’. Thomas and Laurie went to live at 1 Forest Grove, Epping. 

 

Tragedy struck the young couple in September 1922 when their 
first son, Ernest, was stillborn. A second son, John Laurence, was 
born in 1923 but tragedy struck again. John Laurence died of 
pneumonia in July 1924 aged 11 months. 
 

There must have been great joy in December 1926 when a third 
son, Derek Ian was born, followed in March 1930 by a daughter, 
Margery Jean. Derek Ian married Natalie June Street in 1952.  
Margery married Stuart Charles Done in Saint Alban’s in 1954. 
 

The tragic loss of his first two sons, and Thomas’ compromised 
health after the War, may have been what led to his going missing 
on 4 September 1924. 
 
 

 

MEMORY RETURNS 
Lost Man Found 
Walks Into Police Station 
Missing since last Thursday from his home in Epping, Thomas Ernest Dence of 
Mullins Avenue, a member of the firm of Gregory and Dence, leather-merchants, 
Market Street, City, walked into the Clarence Street Police Station at 1am today. 
 

He had been suffering from loss of memory and had only slightly recovered. He was 
however, able to give his name and address. Later he was taken to his home by his 
father and mother and will rest until he recovers from the illness which is the result of 
his having been shell-shocked and gassed in France.” 
 

The news report goes on to say that Mr Dence “had suffered severely at dif-
ferent times as a result of three years’ war experience as an artilleryman in France, 
and he explained that for some time his health had been impaired.” 
 

Sun Newspaper - Wednesday 10 September 1924, page 7 
 

Family lore tells us that Thomas’ poor health prevented him from being 
employed and his family was supported by the military pension he  
received and money inherited from his English grandfather. Perhaps his 

parents and his wife’s family also gave assistance. A family member says that he was a careful manager 
and content to live modestly. Both Thomas’ marriage certificate and death certificate record his occupa-
tion as Leather Merchant but this may have been more in name than in action. 
 

Thomas was a keen golfer and his name recorded in old newspapers indicates that he played well. He 
also shared the family passion for cars and driving. Thomas’ nephew reports that “when petrol was in short 
supply during the greater part of World War 2, Thomas, like many others, converted his car to run on coal gas contained 
in large bags on the roof of his car. This would be considered quite unsafe now but apparently it was accepted then and  
enabled him and his family to continue to make relatively long trips.” Tom and Laurie had a beach house at  
Wamberal, on the NSW Central Coast, and this was the venue for many happy family gatherings. 

 

Memory 
 

All that is left of a baby fair 
is a broken doll and a teddy bear 
a little chair and some tiny shoes 
that he didn't stay long enough ever to use 
- 

A memory dear and a hope so high 
that we'll meet again in the bye and bye. 
 

Written by Laurie’s sister Mina 
Lois Hogg 
(nee Beveridge) 

Laurie Allan Dence nee Beveridge 



 

  Thomas Ernest Dence concludes 
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During World War 2, Thomas served as a  
volunteer in organisations which supported the 
military. 
 

As with so many who served in World War 1, his 
physical and mental health had been  
damaged irrevocably. When Thomas died 8  
December 1970 his home address was still 1 Forest 
Grove, Epping though at the time of his death he 
was a patient in Ryde Hospital.  
Thomas Ernest Dence is remembered by his family 
as a quiet and courteous man, rather distant and 
reserved, and very happy within his marriage of almost fifty years. His widow Laurie Allan Dence died 3 
October 1972. Their ashes, marked by memorial plaques, are interred in the grounds of the  
Northern Suburbs Memorial Gardens and Crematorium in North Ryde, NSW. 
 

Lest We Forget. 

Julie Evans, Parishioner 
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At left: Marriage of Thomas’ son Derek, always 
known as Ian 
 

Left to right: Thomas Dence and his wife  
Laurie with their son Ian Derek Dence, and his 
bride, Natalie June Street in 1952 
 
Below: Marriage of Thomas’ daughter Margery 
Jean, always known as Jo 
 

Left to right: Canon William N Rook, assisting 
Stuart Charles Done and his wife Margery 
Jean (Jo) Dence to sign the register at their 
marriage in Saint Alban’s, Epping in 1954 
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  40 Years a Priest 

On December 18th 1977, 40 years ago this month, I was ordained a priest in the church 
of God, called to be “a faithful dispenser of the Word of God, and of his holy  
Sacraments”. I had been serving in the Parish of Epping since February that year, under 
Geoffrey Feltham as a very patient and wise Rector. The date of my ordination meant 
that my first Sunday celebrating Holy Communion was actually Christmas Day! It was 
definitely not a quiet introduction to this role, though it certainly was a very special time. 
By Christmas Eve I had conducted just two or three home Communions. 
 

My 4½ years in the Parish was a very happy and educational time. I spent a good deal of 
time in North Epping and West Epping, as well as guiding the leaders of the Parish’s youth 

fellowship groups and leading confirmation groups. Scripture took a substantial amount of time, 
with four primary schools in the Parish, and also responsibilities at Epping Boys’ High School. The 
three churches (All Saints’ North Epping was at that time part of the parish) each had their own  
character and style, and each of them had many members whose Christian devotion and maturity were 
very evident. 
 

When I was appointed to Botany-Mascot Parish in 1981 I was very excited about the opportunity to 
take on leadership of a parish, although it was hard to leave our very special friends – some of whom 
Sarah and I were able to resume contact with when we arrived back in 2003. My farewell event was 
deemed a “howling success”: I certainly shed quite a few tears! 
 

Over the years from 1981 to 2003, I was appointed to three positions. For five years I was Rector of 
Botany-Mascot, a small parish in what was then an old working class area with a growing Greek popu-
lation. It had the challenges of a Parish with three centres, and an ageing population. For much of the 
time I had an Assistant who was a Deaconess: a very devoted, talented and humble servant of the con-
gregation, who taught me much, and who enabled me to become very convinced of the value and im-
portance of the ministry of women. 
 

In 1986, I was invited to become Precentor of Saint Andrew’s Cathedral. My musical background was 
very helpful, and during that time I began to see how many people benefit when worship is “done well”. 
I served under three Deans: Lance Shilton, Bishop Ken Short 
and Boak Jobbins. Each had their own style, and each made 
their own special contribution to the cathedral’s ministry. They 
had one unusual thing in common: each of them had writing 
that was all but illegible, despite their writing styles being quite 
different. I learned to decipher their words, and often found 
myself interpreting for the secretaries. I had some very special 
experiences, including royal services, festive occasions and state 
funerals. Michael Deasey was the outstanding organist and di-
rector of the wonderful choir: during my time he was quietly 
doing theological studies, and he eventually was ordained in 
Bathurst Diocese. 
 

I was often asked what a “Precentor” does (although Prince 
Charles was clearly familiar with the term when I met him dur-
ing a Royal Visit to Australia). Literally the Precentor is the one 
who “sings first”: it refers to the responses sung in traditional 
services. The Precentor at a Cathedral of course does more 
than that. My role involved planning and preparing the ser-
vices, as well as leading most of them on weekdays as well as 
Sundays; taking most baptisms, weddings and funerals; a cer-
tain amount of administration; taking a part in oversight of the 
choir; and carrying out as much pastoral ministry as I was able 
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  40 Years a Priest 

in the limited time still available. I was the last full-time 
Precentor at the Cathedral, as the leadership of the Cathe-
dral took a new direction when Phillip Jensen succeeded 
Boak Jobbins as Dean. 
 

It was exciting, although challenging, to become a Rector 
again at the end of 1995, after nearly ten years at the Ca-
thedral. Woollahra was a traditional parish with a wonder-
ful and grand stone building by Edmund Blacket, who 
designed many outstanding churches and other buildings 
in Sydney during the 19th century. After taking long ser-
vice leave in Europe in 1997, and seeing so many great 
cathedrals and churches in the UK and on the continent, I 
realized how much I had come to love All Saints’ Church: 
it was grand and beautiful, without being overwhelming or 
over-the-top! I enjoyed working with organist Walter Sut-
cliffe who developed the Parish choir, and also “lent” his 
own wonderful choir, the Jacobean Singers, for major ser-
vices. 
 

The building presented its own problems. The disastrous 
hailstorm of 1999 destroyed much of the slate roof, and 
we discovered that the slates came from Wales, not locally, 
and they were an unusual size and shape, which caused 
great delays in obtaining replacements. For many months 
the church was covered by a huge blue tarpaulin! We also 
discovered that the structure of the church was at risk, partly because the foundations were built into 
the side of a fairly steep slope; and major work was needed. Half a million dollars would have to be 
raised to enable necessary repairs to be carried out. 
 

We were halfway to the fundraising target when I was appointed as Chaplain to Concord Hospital in 
2003. Sarah and I were extremely thankful for the location of the hospital, as we had purchased a small 
house at West Ryde a year before, in preparation for retirement. The house was of course in an ideal 
location to get to the hospital: 20 minutes’ drive at peak hours, and about 12 minutes for overnight 
emergency calls. Chaplaincy was for me a challenging but rewarding ministry. I worked happily with the 
various Catholic priests who were my colleagues, and enjoyed the ministry of listening, presence and 
prayer with people going through difficult times. I also appreciated the unique opportunities that went 
with Chaplaincy at Concord because of its ministry to the Veterans’ community. I was quickly con-
vinced that this was where God wanted me to be. I quickly also came to recognize the quality of the 
staff who worked in the hospital in a variety of roles, and the wonderful work they do. Our hospital 
system is of course far from perfect, but there is so much to appreciate. 
 

Working in a hospital meant that for the first time in over thirty years, Sarah and I were looking for a 
church to belong to! We tried various churches, and realized that we wanted a church where worship 
was “done well”. I had come home from a number of services in nearby churches disappointed be-
cause the prayers seemed trivial or irrelevant. We decided to try Saint Alban’s again after over twenty 
years’ absence, and after a very warm welcome by familiar people who (like us) looked twenty years 
older, Sarah and I quickly decided that the Parish of Epping would again be our spiritual home. There 
were more “high church” liturgical practices when we returned to the parish, but we became familiar with 
them: I gather these mainly happened during the time of Ian Crooks. We quickly came to see the value 
of using colour and ceremony to enhance our experience of worship. John Cornish was most welcom-
ing, and over time both Sarah and I found ourselves becoming more actively involved in different ways. 
 



 

 

                 Page 18                  The Parish Magazine                         Page 19 

When I retired from Chaplaincy last December, I was glad that I was available to become Acting  
Rector during the two months between Ross Weaver’s retirement and Ross Nicholson’s commence-
ment. I am grateful that Ross Nicholson has asked me to continue as Associate Priest on a part-time 
basis. I still find the various aspects of ministry rewarding, and I am very happy to be involved in  
ministry to the very special people of the Parish of Epping. I also appreciate the parish’s connection 
with our covenant churches: over the years I have worked and shared fellowship with clergy and lay-
people of many different churches, and come to realize the importance of connecting beyond our  
denominational boundaries. No denomination is perfect: we have much to learn from one another, 
and much that we can share with one another. And Christ’s family is much bigger than one particular 
denomination. As many of you will know, I have served as a Diocesan Representative on the NSW 
Ecumenical Council for about 20 years, and also represented the Anglican Church on the NSW  
Council of Christians and Jews for many years. 
 

I have learned a great deal during my forty years of ordained ministry: plenty of it has been through 
my mistakes and failings! There is a tradition of calling priests “Father”, and this recognizes the  
responsible father-like aspect of this ministry. However, I see myself first as a brother to all my sisters 
and brothers in Christ: of course I have particular “brotherly” responsibilities in my role. But I count 
myself greatly blessed to have been called to this ministry as a priest, and extremely privileged to have 
served so many different and wonderful people as a minister of the Gospel of Christ. 
 

Paul Weaver 
 

 

Photos come from Paul’s ordination in 1977 at Saint .Andrew’s Cathedral. Paul is pictured with his 
wife, Sarah, and long-time parishioners Harold and Alma Biffin. 



   The Bishop on the Gold Field 
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The voice of Bishop Broughton rang out with his text from Mark’s Gospel 15: 
25: “And it was the third hour, and they crucified him”. 
 

Around him had assembled as strange a congregation as he would ever remem-
ber, hundreds and hundreds of gold miners. The place was Sofala on the Turon 
River in the Bathurst district and it was November 1851, the first year of the 
gold rush that was to transform Australia. 
 

Among that congregation might have been my ancestor Lachlan McKay. He was 
visiting the miners along the Turon every day to sell them fresh milk. Though a 

devout member of the Church of Scotland he would have been keen to hear the Bishop. 
 

Henry Lawson the poet, himself born on Grenfell goldfield, wrote years later: 
O who would paint a goldfield and paint the picture right, 
As old adventure saw it, in early morning’s light? 

 

As the Bishop spoke to the assembled throng there stood behind him the timber frame of the canvas 
Church just erected and named Christ Church. 
 

Around the crowd there were tents clustered along the Turon River, winding among the bush  
covered hills. No doubt some less devout miners went on panning for gold but reports said that the 
congregation to hear the Bishop was most attentive. We have vivid descriptions of the events from 
the local and Sydney newspapers. 
 

I was born in Orange, not far from where Edward Hargraves managed to start the gold rush, though 
he was by no means the first to find gold in Australia. The Reverend W B Clarke, the Anglican priest 
with a passion for geology as well as the Gospel, had found specimens of gold- bearing rock years 
before and showed then to Governor Gipps. In a convict colony the authorities were desperately 
scared of the disruptive effects of such a discovery. The Governor, according to legend, is said to 
have told Clarke: “Put them away, Mr Clarke, or we shall all have our throats cut!” 
 

But if there was gold in “them thar hills”, sooner or later, the secret would get out and the rush 
would be on. The Bathurst Free Press newspaper described the chaos and fever of the first discoveries 
in May 1851 and the Sydney Morning Herald copied the story word for word. A little later it was  
reported that an aboriginal shepherd boy working for Dr Kerr of Bathurst had found a nugget in the 
Murroo Creek that weighed two hundredweight, and the rush really took off. Two hundredweight of 
gold was almost beyond imagination. 
 

Bishop Broughton would have read these stories. The Bathurst paper reported: Bathurst is mad again. 
The delirium of gold fever has returned with increased intensity. Men meet together, stare stupidly at each other, talk 
incoherent nonsense and wonder what will happen next. 
 

A gold rush was such an unprecedented event that it took time for the full significance to sink in. At 
the very time of these dramatic discoveries Broughton was writing to his friend Edward Coleridge of 
Eton. He made no mention of gold but this letter lamented the fact that the new Senate of the  
University of Sydney reflected W C Wentworth’s determination that the University would be secular 
with no special place for the Church of England or other religion. 
 

But when dramatic gold discoveries began to be made in Victoria and ship loads of seekers after gold 
flooded into the colonies in thousands, such matters as the place of religion in Sydney University  
suddenly seemed less significant. Here was a challenge Broughton had to face. In October 1851 he 
read the account of the Presbyterian firebrand Dr John Dunmore Lang, newly released from Parra-
matta Gaol and elected to Parliament, describing his trip to the Turon diggings. Broughton knew 
that, in spite of his ill health, he had to do the same. 
 

So in November 1851`the ailing bishop, then 64 years old, mounted his horse and set out for  
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Bathurst and the Turon. It took him several days to reach Sofala and he stopped in Bathurst to make 
arrangements for a large canvas building for a temporary Church. The road was thronged with  
travellers, from well-equipped parties with a horse drawn dray, to hundreds of adventurers on foot in 
small parties with everything they needed on their backs. When it rained the road was cut to pieces, 
but Broughton pressed on. 
 

The Bishop arrived at Sofala and celebrated divine service at the Gold Commissioner’s Camp on 
Sunday November 2. The Gold Commissioner was John Richard Hardy, himself the son of an  
Anglican priest, and one who had voiced bitter opposition to the “puseyism” or Anglo-Catholic 
tendencies of the Bishop and some of his clergy in Sydney. The conversation of the two men would 
have been interesting. 
 

Broughton announced that he would begin the task of having a church on the goldfield and placing a 
clergyman in charge on Wednesday 5 November at 6am. At the appointed hour he was at the site 
accompanied by a large crowd. 
 

The Bishop would set the example. Being handed a pick he began to dig a place for a post at the 
north-east corner of the proposed building. He called out that they should all dig together for the 
glory of God and the extension of his Church. In a couple of hours more than half the posts for the 
building were dug. The church was to be 21 by 66 feet, to accommodate 220 persons, and to be 
named Christ Church. 
 

About midday a procession of wagons from Bathurst came into view loaded with canvas for the roof 
and sides of the building, communion table and altar rails, font, reading desk and other necessities. 
The newspapers reported that the Bishop was on the ground every day, instructing and encouraging 
the builders. Progress was rapid and by Sunday 9 November it was possible to hold a service in the 
building. Many more attended than could fit inside and a great crowd gathered around the door and 
followed the responses to the service inside. The Reverend H A Palmer read the prayers and the 
Bishop preached. 
 

The following Thursday, 13 November, was the day appointed for the opening and dedication of 
Christ Church, with the first celebration of the Holy Communion. It was 9am, the Biblical “third 
hour”. Bishop Broughton in his episcopal robes climbed to the ridge of the building at the east end, 
while the Reverend H A Palmer, also in his robes, and a great congregation watched below. 
 

The Bishop lifted the Cross he was carrying and placed it in position and hammered it home  
securely. The blows of the hammer rang out over the silent watching crowd. Then he spoke the 
words that set apart and dedicated this building for the worship of God, and the sound of the church 
bell was heard for the first time in what the reporter called “this remote and extraordinary region”. 
 

Following that dramatic ceremony the Bishop descended and preached on the words “And it was the 
third hour, and they crucified him”. When he chose that text perhaps Broughton also remembered 
the words of Jesus: “I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto myself.” 
 

How marvellous it would be to have a photograph of that day. But Broughton died in 1853 in  
Britain, just as the first photography was becoming possible. My ancestor, who may have been in the 
crowd that day, went to Bathurst a few years later with his wife and had his photograph taken by the 
daguerreotype process, but the portraits of the Bishop are by artists. 
 

The sermon the Bishop preached that day is included in the collection published in London in 1857. 
Following his visit to Sofala Bishop Broughton returned to Sydney and the following year took ship 
to England where he died. He lies in Canterbury Cathedral. 

Father Robert Willson 
Father Robert Willson is a retired Canberra priest and was for  

seventeen years Chaplain at the Canberra Girls Grammar School 



 
     Faces of Christmas 
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Riding a train to the city recently I looked around and was struck by the many 
different faces. It wasn’t just that there were Caucasian, Asian and Indian faces, 
there were young faces, old faces, male faces and female. As I left that carriage 
and stepped into the bustle of a busy city street, I once again was hit by the 
many faces of the city, executive faces, homeless faces, stressed faces, tourist 
faces. 
 

On the return trip home my mind turned from the many faces of Sydney to the 
many faces of Christmas. That thought began with the words from Exodus 

33:11: “The Lord would speak with Moses face to face, as a man speaks with his friend.” 
 

Imagine sitting in a tent and speaking face to face with God. Moses was experiencing 
something that no human being had experienced since Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. God 
was with him and would be all the way to the Promised Land. 
 

But there was something else to this story, because Moses says to God: “Now show me your glory.” 
Exodus 33:18 
 

The Lord’s answer to Moses however is a surprising one: “I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of 
you . But you cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live.” Exodus 33:19, 20. You cannot see my face! 
The many faces of Christmas begins with the many faces of God, Father, Son and Spirit. 
 

The first face of Christmas is from the heavenly realm, an angel appears to a priest whose face has 
seen many years, and the sadness of childlessness: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. 
Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to call him John. And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit 
and power of Elijah, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” Luke 1:13,17. 
 

The next face of Christmas is a young single girl, visited by the very same angel Gabriel, who hears an 
even more disturbing message: “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favour with God. 31 You will conceive 
and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.” 
Luke 1:30-31. 
 

Joseph’s face was one of shock in learning his fiancé was pregnant. Even more shocked at the 
appearance of an angel of the Lord who announces: “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 
home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are 
to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” Matthew 1:20-21. 
 

Sun scorched faces quaked in fear as more angel faces appear to trembling shepherds announcing: 
“Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: 
you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” Luke 2:11-12. 
 

The many faces of Christmas looked toward the true face of Christmas, Jesus Christ. What they 
looked forward to was summed up by Simeon, the face of the faithful Israelite waiting patiently for 
the promise of God to be fulfilled: “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in 
peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to 
the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.” Luke 22:29-32. 
 

God the Father told Moses that no-one could see his face and live. Our selfishness and sin created a 
barrier between humanity and our holy, Creator God. As he talked face to face with the Lord in that 
tent, Moses experienced what humanity would have to wait 1400 years to see. 
 

Look back over the many faces of Christmas and hear the names they put to this baby’s face- Jesus, 
Son of the Most High, Messiah, Lord. Maybe the most significant was the name spoken by the 
ancient face of the prophet Isaiah of the saviour yet to be born, ‘Immanuel, God with us’. Mary, 
Joseph, lowly shepherds, wealthy foreigners all looked into the face of God when they looked into the 
face of Jesus. And through his life, death and resurrection the promise comes to all who put their 



faith in him: “The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. 4 They will see his 
face, and his name will be on their foreheads.” Revelation 22:4. 

 

That is the promise that the Christmas story holds in front of all our faces, that God not only came and 
dwelt amongst us, he holds out a promise of his eternal presence. A promise that can change the face of 
any of our futures. 

Ross Nicholson 
Rector 
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The Parish Register 
 

Holy Baptism 
 

Charlotte Joy RANIERI on 29 October 2017 
 

The Faithful Departed 
 

Shirley Clarice BOLTON on 16 November 2017 
 
 



  
 

We give very special thanks to all the  

people who make our Parish what it is… 
 

Choirs and Organists and Musicians, 

Conveners of all our groups and our Archivists, 

The Parish Administrator and her band of Helpers, 

Sacristans, Servers and Crucifers and Acolytes, 

Cleaners and Polishers and Flower Arrangers, 

those who care for the Altar linen, 

Side-persons and Welcomers and Tea  

and Coffee Makers, Book Stall Staff, 

Gardeners and Handypersons and Caretakers, 

Scripture Teachers and Sunday School Staff, 

Wardens and Councillors and our Treasurer, 

Readers, Lay Assistants and our Clergy, Visiting Clergy,  

Honorary Clergy, Preachers and Speakers, 

to our proof-readers and magazine contributors, and  

to those who have no special role but just step in,  

at a moment’s notice, to do what needs to be done. 
  

Thank you so much… 

we hope the Spirit that is this Season  

is with you 

and all whom you love. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Adoration of the Baby”  by Gerrit van Honthorst  (1590—1656). Painted circa 1620 
Source: www.fineartamerica.com on October 26, 2011 at 1635hours  
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    Special Thanks for Special People 

http://fineartamerica.com/featured/adoration-of-the-baby-gerrit-van-honthorst-.html


 

  Parish Directory 

 

Rector    The Right Reverend Ross Nicholson 
     BACom, BTh, Dip A, MA 
 

Associate Priest   The Reverend Paul Weaver 
     BA, BD, ThL, AMusA 
 

Honorary Priests   The Reverend Dr Philip Blake Dip Th, Dip RE, Dip PS, BA, MA, PhD 
     The Reverend Jane Chapman BA, MBA, Cert IPP, Dip AngOrd, Dip Theol 
     The Reverend Valerie Tibbey ThDip 
  

Licensed  
Lay Readers   Ken Bock (Diocesan), Ruth Shatford (Diocesan) 
 

Lay Assistants    Godfrey Abel, Sue Armitage, Stuart Armsworth, Noel Christie-David, Margaret and  
    Robin Cummins, Linda Deall, Graeme Durie, Jill Gumbley, Anne Lawson,  
    Tony Malin, Michael Marzano, Jan McIntyre, Margaret Pearson, Lachlan Roots,  
    Peggy Sanders (Senior Liturgical Assistant), John Sowden, David Tait,  
    Amanda and Kim Turner, Ian Walker, Sarah Weaver 
 

Servers   Stuart Armsworth (Master Server), Ross Beattie, Margaret Byron, Shane Christie-David, 
    Linda Deall, Graeme Durie, Judi Martin, Michael Marzano (Master Server),  
    Jan McIntyre, James Simpson, John Sowden, Susanna Sowden, Christopher Tait,  
    Penelope Thompson 
 

Parish Administrator Denise Pigot 
    Telephone 9876 3362, or by email - office@eppinganglicans.org.au 
 

Honorary Parish  
Treasurer   Noel Christie-David 
 

Parish Councillors Noel Christie-David, Glyn Evans, Malcolm Lawn, Christine Murray, Peggy Sanders,  
    John Sowden, Penelope Thompson, Sarah Weaver  
 

Parish Nominators Robin Cummins, Peter Deall, Graeme Durie, Peggy Sanders, Ruth Shatford 
 

Synod  
Representatives  Anne Price, Graeme Watts  
 

The Churchwardens 
 

 Saint Alban’s David Tait  - Rector’s Warden 
    Graeme Durie - People’s Warden 
    Ruth Shatford - People’s Warden  
 

 Saint Aidan’s Ken Bock - Rector’s Warden 
    Margaret Cummins - People’s Warden 
    Richard Ryan - People’s Warden 
 

(Acting) Choir Director Bruce Wilson 
 

Assistant Choir 
Director   Anne Price 

 

Organist    Neil Cameron 
 

Assistant Organists Lynn Bock, Stanley Gilling, Tony Malin, Richard Simpson, Bruce Wilson 
 

Caretaker    Oscar Sichez 
 

Editor Stuart J. Armsworth - email stundeb@bigpond.net.au 

 


